
November 17 

Scriptures: Read 2 Samuel 20 & 21 

Key Verse: “So they performed all that the king commanded. And after that God heeded the 
prayer for the land.” (2 Samuel 21:14) 

Overview 

Sheba, a wicked rebel, used the occasion of the strife between Judah and the rest of the tribes at 
Gilgal (19:15) to call a revolt. The men who rallied to him were likely mainly Benjamites, like 
himself, who wanted to see the royal line taken from Judah, and brought back to Saul’s tribe, 
Benjamin. Sheba and his followers travelled north, probably in an attempt to gain support for 
their cause, while David returned victoriously to his capital, Jerusalem. 

As soon as he returned home, David had the unpleasant task of separating his ten concubines 
who had been violated by Absalom (15:16; 16:21-22). What a crime Absalom committed against 
these women! David could no longer have them as wives; therefore, they were as widows, never 
to bear children. This was the worst thing that could happen to a woman in those days. 

The first official task David gave Amasa, his new commander, was to assemble the army to 
pursue the rebel Sheba. Amasa was not able to complete the job by the appointed time, possibly 
because of lack of cooperation by those men who had formerly served under Joab. Joab, however, 
assumed leadership after murdering the unsuspecting Amasa in cold blood, as he had done 
before to his rival Abner (3:27). 

Sheba did not find the support he desired in the fortified city of Abel in the north near the Syrian 
border. Rather, he found his end. A wise woman reasoned with Joab that, before he started the 
seige, he should enquire if the inhabitants were willing to fight for the rebel or peaceably hand 
him over without his head (compare Deuteronomy 20:10-12). She was indeed a wise woman, for 
she averted much unnecessary bloodshed and worked toward a peaceable solution (see 
Ecclesiastes 9:13-18). Only the instigator of the rebellion came to an end without peace, because, 
like Absalom, he did not sow peace during his life. 

In chapter 21, we have the record of a famine in Israel. Since the book of Samuel was not written 
chronologically, we are not sure when the famine or the resulting executions of the seven men of 
Saul’s family took place. It may have been before the rebellion led by Absalom, since Shimei, 
Saul’s relative, shouted furious curses at David, calling him a blood-thirsty man (16:5-8). These 
executions, however, were out of the hands of David; rather they were a retribution of the Lord 
that was required by the Gibeonites whom Saul had wronged. 

Since God was sovereign and a famine was considered divine punishment for sin (Ezekiel 14:21), 
David enquired of the Lord as to the reason for it. Apparently, Saul had waged an unnecessary 
and unlawful war upon the Gibeonites. They were a remnant of the Amorites, allowed to remain 
at peace within Israel because of the binding covenant Joshua had made between them and Israel 
(Joshua 9:3-15). Saul broke this covenant; thus, his action against them constituted murder and 
the shedding of innocent blood, bringing blood-guiltiness upon the land. This is an example of 
the importance of a binding covenant relationship. David understood and respected this. 



Therefore, because of the covenant he had with Jonathan, he did not hand over Jonathan’s son 
Mephibosheth (21:7; 1 Samuel 20:14-17). 

David’s heart was stirred by the motherly devotion of Rizpah (21:10; 3:7) who faithfully guarded 
the seven hanged bodies (two were her sons) for several months. To show he had no animosity 
but rather respect toward the house of Saul, David honourably buried those seven, as well as Saul 
and Jonathan, in their family plot (21:13-14). 

When His word was obeyed and David allowed the Gibeonites to avenge themselves and see 
justice, God answered David’s supplication that the land be healed. In this we learn that prayer 
without obedience to God is ineffective and constitutes hypocrisy (see key verse; 21:14). 

Prayer 

Lord we recognize that You are a keeper of covenants. Thank You that You have mediated the 
New Covenant in the cross of Jesus. Grant us, on the basis of Your grace and our obedience to 
Your covenant, the answer to our prayers. 

 


